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Welcome
Hello and welcome to the Langford Vets Farm Animal Practice Spring Newsletter.

Team Updates

The new year brought more changes than usual to the 
Langford farm animal practice. The most obvious and 
deepest-felt change was that we saw James Adams leave 
the practice to head (initially) to Wales to do some locum 
work with the intention of ending up in Devon, nearer to his 
parents and family. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
James for all of his hard work and leadership in the practice 
over the 4 years he was lead clinician. We even almost miss 
the daily search for his van keys! 

As they say, when a door closes a window opens and 
certainly this is true for me in this situation as I have been 
lucky enough to have been offered (and accepted) the role 
of lead clinician. Since James’ are big shoes to fill and due to 
my new(ish) family commitments as a mum, we are currently 
in the process of recruiting a new vet who can share some 
aspects of James’ job with me and allow us progress the 
farm practice from strength to strength. In the mean-time 
we’re pleased to be having Will James join us for 4 months 
from April.

Vet Sarah Woollatt has had her own life change as she has 
recently moved house; she is now living is Wrington in a 
cottage owned by the family of a former Langford Farm vet 
Islwyn Thomas; a name I’m sure many of you will recognise 
with fondness. Along with the house Sarah is helping look 
after the flock of sheep that Islwyn started many years ago 
and who live on the farmland associated with the cottage. 

As you will all know too well, the recent storms have kept 
us all on our toes, but despite having to dodge fallen trees 
and powerlines for a few days we kept our vets on the road 
and on your farms and smallholdings, thankfully uneventfully. 
Even the farm practice building weathered the storms well 
(we were all surprised!). And so now we look ahead to 
better weather and the new life that Spring brings. Between 
lambing, spring calving and preparing for turnout / summer 
grazing I’m sure we are all expecting a busy few weeks 
ahead, but hopefully a successful one for all involved! 

- Andrea Turner

Introducing….

Vet Will James will be joining us from April in a temporary position 
before he plans to head off to New Zealand later in the summer! 

Will graduated in 2019 from the 
RVC, and after plying his trade 
around Cambridge and Sussex 
for the last few years, Will has 
decided to come closer to home 
to work with us at Langford. 

Veterinary wise, Will has a keen 
interest in cattle and sheep 
fertility and advanced breeding. 
He also doesn’t mind the odd bit 
of surgery!  Outside of work, he 
is often found on various sports 
pitches or exploring the local 
area and sampling its produce!

Teaching Update 

Our final year vet students have now come to the end of 
their core teaching, so thank you to you all for your support 
over the past months of the class of 2022. With the impact of 
the pandemic on vet practices it has been challenging for 
these students to get practical experience, so they’ve been 
grateful for the opportunities afforded through the practice.

 

Since May they’ve been out and about with us day to 
day and in all weathers; from dairy herd fertility visits, TB 
testing (picture of one of our students being assisted in the 
paperwork by some friendly calves), to disbudding goat kids 
and foot trimming alpacas. 

We have put them through their paces so hopefully from the 
time they’ve spent out with you and your animals, they’ve 
picked up some tips and tricks both in terms of clinical skills, 
awareness of farming types and systems, and ability to work 
in a team and communicate with clients. 

We currently have some students with us for extra work 
experience, and at the end of March we welcome back our 
‘elective students’. These are students who might pursue a 
career in farm or mixed practice so come back to us for some 
further time out on farms as well as additional practicals and 
seminars with the teaching team. The class of 2023 then start 
with us in May!

Follow our social media pages for details on 
our promotional offers, including lambing, 
calving, and c-section fixed fees as well as 

lambing packs and equipment.



Alpaca Nutrition

On the 27th January this Year our vet Andrea hosted the 
second in our series of ‘Alpaca Bites’ seminars. Below is a 
summary of the information that was covered on that evening.  

Good nutrition is essential to ensure good health. Ongoing 
monitoring is crucial to ensure the nutrition is correct and to 
detect other causes of ill thrift such as lameness, bad teeth 
or parasites. This is best carried out by body condition scoring 
them monthly to notice any changes aiming for a score of 2.5-3. 

Firstly, it is worth considering the dry matter intake (DMI), which 
is the amount any animal can eat in a day with all the moisture 
and water content being removed. This is used to calculate 
requirements as it accounts for the variability in water content in 
different food stuffs. An average alpaca’s daily requirement for their 
DMI is 1-1.3% of their bodyweight. This DMI is very small compared 
to other species such as sheep so feeding alpaca specific food 
is a must. For a 68kg alpaca, they require 680g-884g of DMI a 
day. Considering grass contains approximately 25% dry matter, 
an alpaca is required to eat approximately 2.7-3.5kg of grass.

Concentrates such as ‘camelibra’ have a higher dry matter content 
so 1.1kg would account for their full DMI. However, alpacas require 
fibre in their diet, so feeding only concentrates would not be advisable 
as it would upset their digestive system. Alpacas have the great 
ability to increase how much their eat based upon their requirements 
so a growing animal will have a DMI of 2% of their bodyweight 
and a lactating female will have a DMI of 2.5% of bodyweight. 

Another variable to consider is the metabolisable energy. Alpacas 
roughly need 1MJ per 10kg of animal bodyweight. We need to 
consider the energy density of foods; with concentrates being 
more energy dense with more energy per kilo of dry matter. Non 
breeding alpacas should be able to obtain enough energy from 
grazing alone providing grass is of a good quality throughout 
spring and summer with a stocking density of 5-7 alpacas per acre.

In winter, the grazing is poorer quality so most will require further 
supplementation of both concentrates and hay. You can get your 
hay analysed to assess the quality of the forage you are feeding 
and calculate what further supplementation is needed. Lactating, 
pregnant and growing alpacas require more energy, and more 
protein so are likely to require concentrate feeding throughout the year. 

At a minimum, alpacas require >8% crude protein in their diet 
which correlates to 80g/kg within the feed so we would advise 

aiming for 12% crude protein. This requirement is increased if 
animals are undergoing any stress such as showing, growing, 
pregnant or lactating. Supplementing with hard feeds provides 
additional energy, protein, vitamins and minerals. You can use 
these hard feeds to supplement forage feeds up to a maximum 
rate of 1g/kg bodyweight of ‘camelibra’ or 2g/kg of bodyweight 
‘fibregest’, above this rate you risk causing a digestive upset. 

You can find the full video on our website 

if you would like to learn more! 

langfordvets.co.uk/farm/client-meeting-videos/

The next ‘Alpaca Bites’ session will take 
place on 7th April. Details online soon.

Nursing Care of Sick Lambs
Life on the antenatal ward of a busy lambing shed can be hectic! There 
are many threats out there for newborn lambs – birth stress, hypothermia, 
hypoglycaemia, starvation, injuries, watery mouth, scours, pneumonia, 
joint ill – to name but a few. So here are some top tips for nursing any 
troublesome sickly lambs and supporting their recovery. 

Heat – Normal rectal temperature of newborn lambs should be 
39-40oC. If the lamb is 37-39oC – dry it off, give a colostrum/milk 
feed, return to the ewe and monitor carefully. If colder than 37oC, 
it needs actively warming under a heat lamp or in a hot box. Only 
feed the lamb once its temperature is over 37oC – if you feed it 
sooner, it may regurgitate and won’t be able to digest the milk 
properly. Once it’s over 39oC, give back to the ewe. 

Glucose – Good size lambs born to well-fed ewes should have a 
supply of internal brown fat which they can burn to provide energy 
for up to 5 hours after birth. Cold, collapsed lambs over 5 hours 
old will be hypoglycaemic and need an intraperitoneal injection 
of glucose – get a vet to train you with this skill the first time it’s 
needed. There are also various ‘lamb boost’ oral syrups available.

Feeding – Aim for 100-200ml per feed every 4 hours, by stomach 
tube if the lamb won’t suck. Surplus natural ewe’s milk or colostrum 
is best, but if you need a powdered supplement make sure you 
follow the packet instructions for correct mixing. 

Meds – If a lamb is warm and fed but still looking sick, it needs some 
extra treatment. Start with warm electrolytes (50ml/kg by mouth 
every 6 hours). Antibiotics and anti-inflammatories are needed 
for watery mouth, pneumonia, joint ill and some causes of scour 
– follow your Flock Health Plan or seek advice from a vet for these.
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Case Report: Polly 

Polly is a 7-year-old Kune Kune pig who was referred to 
Langford Vets for life-saving surgery in a combined effort 
from a number of our specialist teams. Polly has had 
an umbilical hernia all her life; this is when some of her 
abdominal contents were protruding through a gap in her 
body wall muscle (where her umbilicus joined as a piglet) 
into a pouch under her skin. 

Unfortunately, the hernia had started causing problems 
and her owners noticed the hernia had enlarged raising 
suspicion that a piece of gut had become stuck in the 
hernia and the blood supply to this gut was being cut off. 
She was also inappetant and was vomiting after drinking. 

Initially, Polly was treated by her own vet medically with 
pain relief, antibiotics and rectal enemas. However, when 
there was minimal improvement in Polly’s condition her 
owners decided with her vet to refer her to Langford Vets.

Before Polly could have her surgery the Langford Vets 
team needed to ensure she was stable enough to cope 
with the anaesthetic and the surgery. Blood samples were 
taken which showed inflammation. An ultrasound of her 
10cm hernia showed some free fluid, and the gut was 
no longer moving normally as it had been trapped in the 
hernia. 

This finding on ultrasound confirmed that the hernia was 
strangulating the intestines, and this was the cause of 
Polly’s discomfort. We gave Polly further pain relief and 
drugs to reduce the risk of stomach ulcers forming to keep 
Polly comfortable and stable before her surgery.

Polly underwent a general anaesthetic with the help of 
the specialist anaesthesia team at Langford Vets. The soft 
tissue surgeons performed the 2-hour surgery removing 
dead skin, removing 30cm of the strangulating gut and 

suturing the remaining gut back together. They then 
closed the incision and the hernia no longer existed!

Polly recovered well from her surgery in the comfort of a 
deep straw bed in our Farm Holding facilities. 

Polly remained as an inpatient for a further week for 
nursing from our farm animal team and final year students 
and close monitoring to ensure she was comfortable. 

She continued to improve throughout her stay and her 
appetite returned in full force! We were delighted to send 
home a happy and healthy Polly ready to be reunited 
with her piggy friend once more.

Avian Influenza Update 

• The bird flu outbreak is still ongoing. There is a legal 
requirement to keep all birds inside or outside areas 
covered with netting. Bedding and feed should be stored 
securely. This is to prevent contact with wild birds.

• Monitor for signs of disease such as swollen heads, 
mouth breathing, blue discolouration of comb and wattle, 
wing drooping, loss of balance, diarrhoea, reduced egg 
production and high numbers of deaths. Report any 
findings immediately to DEFRA

• Register your poultry with APHA using an IRA82 form. This 
is a legal requirement if you have more than 50 birds even 
if they are pets.

Check Government guidelines for the most up-to-date 
information.


