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Bumblefoot in Chickens
Bumblefoot is a bacterial infection on the bottom of your chickens’ 
feet that can cause them to be lame or reluctant to stand. It 
presents as hard, swollen hot lesions often with a black scab present. 

Prompt treatment ensures more successful treatment. This is 
because it reduces the risk of infection tracking further into the leg 
and into bone. This can then be difficult to treat and is very painful.

Smaller lesions may be able to be treated successfully at home 
if caught early with salt-water bathing to soften the lesion and 
management changes. In more severe cases, we will need to see 
your bird to open the lesion, remove the pus, apply a bandage 
and give pain relief and antibiotics. If you need further advice on 
any cases, do not hesitate to give us a call!

Welcome
Hello and welcome to the Langford Vets Farm Animal Practice Winter Newsletter. We hope that everyone has been able to enjoy their 
Christmas. Our sad news is that despite our protests, James will be leaving us for new challenges. We are all going to miss him greatly 
but the call to the Welsh Hills is strong. We wish him well in his new ventures.  

Andrea will be taking up the reins and driving us forward in the new year, with many ideas for client events/education/offers and more. 
We are currently recruiting and look forward to welcoming new members to our team and showcasing their skills. Watch this space!

Best wishes and a happy new year from the Farm Animal Practice.

Endoparasites of Camelids

The term parasite encompasses many different pathogens but we 
are going to talk about internal parasites (endoparasites) which 
includes: 

Strongyles 
Found in the third stomach and the small intestine and examples 
of which include Hameonchus contortus (barber’s pole worm); 

Liver fluke 
Requires the mud snail to be present in the environment in able for 
it to develop (hence the warm and moist conditions required to 
fluke to infect your animals); 

Coccidia 
The most common species known to alpaca owners is Eimeria 
macusaniensis (many other type of Eimeria are present in the 
environment but not all are pathogenic to alpacas).

When discussing worming of camelids with all clients there are 
three common questions asked of us. 

1) How do I know I have a parasite problem? 

2) What treatments should I use? 

3) How do I achieve a parasite free herd? 

1) How do I know I have a parasite problem? 

Parasites live off a host and so tend to leave the host ‘worse off’. This 
means that animals with parasites tend to present with ill-thrift and 
weight loss, with diarrhoea seen in extreme cases. With haemonchus 
the animal presents with weight loss and on closer examination the 
affected camelid has pale mucous membranes due to the parasite 
eating the red blood cells. 

Those animals under greater stress i.e., the young, the pregnant, 
the lactating and the old, tend to be worse affected and this is 
more obvious in large herds where trough space and food may be 
limited. An immuno-compromised and/or starved alpaca will be 
less able to suppress parasites reproducing inside of them meaning 

Certain factors may make your birds at higher risk. 

These include:

• Large body size - bigger breeds or overweight birds 

• Poor diet - ensuring birds received a balanced diet including 
vitamin A and biotin to strengthen the skin’s surface 

• Skin wounds - either from fighting or from abrasive flooring or 
perches covered in wire mesh

• Abnormal conformation or overgrown toenails - this can 
result in uneven weight bearing 



they shed high numbers in their faeces which will then infect others 
in the herd. 

Strongyle numbers tend to increase rapidly in the spring when young 
animals will provide a perfect host for reproducing high numbers 
of eggs. This means that acute disease can be seen in the spring. 
The numbers will rise over the summer meaning that disease can 
be seen throughout the year as the parasite burden on a pasture 
increases. 

To diagnose worms, we recommend doing a modified stolls from 
the affected animal or a pooled sample for a group of animals at 
a similar stage in life, for example 3-month-old crias or pregnant 
females. The acute stage of fluke is seen in the autumn and is very 
hard to diagnose unless at post-mortem. 

Chronic fluke can be diagnosed after Christmas as eggs laid by 
adult fluke will then be shed in the faeces intermittently. E. mac 
may be shed by all ages but are highly pathogenic to crias so it’s 
vital that adults in the group do not carry the disease and that the 
pasture id free of this deadly form of coccidiosis. A modified stolls 
FEC will show if your camelids have E. mac.

2) What treatments should I use?  

For strongyles the recommended treatments are a clear (ivermectin 
based) drench or an injection. The other treatment recommended 
is a white drench (panacur) at 20mg/kg per os for 3-5 days. We 
recommend you repeat a faecal egg count 14 days later to 
check your wormer has worked. Alpacas can all have an annual 
treatment with Zolvix at 3 x the sheep dose to remove all worms; 
we recommend you do this in the autumn to remove any worms 
that might be hibernating in the stomach and intestines so that 
the worms don’t re-emerge in the spring and lay further eggs, thus 
infecting your pasture.

For fluke you often have to treat without a diagnosis, just a history of 
fluke in the herd or other animals they co-graze with. You can treat 
with Fasinex in the autumn or Trodax or Closantel after Christmas as 
these will kill the adult stages of the disease. Albenazole can kill the 
adult stages but has found to be toxic to some alpacas.

E. mac can be treated with Baycox at the sheep dose of 4ml/10kg. 
Please repeat the faecal egg count 2 weeks later to check the 
treatment has worked. We recommend treating all pregnant 
females before they give birth to ensure they don’t infect their crias 
once they are born. Vecoxan doesn’t appear to be as effective in 
treating E. mac as Baycox does.

3) How do I achieve a parasite free herd? 

So, when establishing a new herd, it’s the ideal time to ensure they 
are parasite free so that no treatments are needed. If your pasture 
hasn’t been grazed for 2 or more years by a species than it should 
be parasite free. When buying in alpacas treat them with Zolvix and 
an ivermectin injection, Fasinex, and Baycox. Keep the alpacas 
indoors for 72 hours and make sure you don’t spread the faeces 
on your pasture. This principle should be applied during the mating 
period when alpacas are moving on and off holdings. 

To keep your parasite burden low, try and have a clean pasture for 
the new mums and their crias so that they don’t become infected 
and excrete high numbers of eggs. Don’t co-graze with sheep who 
can cope with a much higher worm burden and will infect your 
alpacas (unless your sheep are also worm free!). Poo picking is time 
consuming but will really reduce the number of worms that alpacas 
are exposed to.

Take home points:

- Do individual FEC or only pool animals at a similar stage in life

- Do post-mortems of any dead animals to look for past or 
present evidence of fluke

- Ensure you have a strict quarantine protocol

- Don’t co-graze with other species

- Worm all animals in the late autumn to remove any parasites 
that may be over-wintering inside of the animal

- Don’t assume you have Barbers Pole worm and treat with 
Closantel as this won’t treat the other worms; diagnose the 
Barber’s Pole worm with a FEC combined with a red blood cell 
count.



Christmas Raffle 
A big thank you to those who purchased raffle tickets at our 
Christmas raffle to raise funds for the Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution.  

We were successful in raising an amazing £125 which has been 
matched by Langford Vets bringing the total to £250. 

A big thank you to our sponsors Zoetis/Provita/NVS/Vetsonic/
Norbrook/MSD & Boehringer. Look out for further fund-raising 
events as we support this Charity throughout 2022. 

Flockdown
Important information for all poultry keepers 

As of Monday the 29th November it will be a legal requirement to 
keep all poultry indoors to help limit the spread of avian influenza. 
This applies to all poultry and captive bird keepers across the UK, 
with all keepers now having to follow strict biosecurity measures. 

For more information and what measures you need to take for 
your flock, head to the GOV.UK website.

gov.uk/government/news/bird-flu-latest-
situation-avian-influenza-prevention-zone-

declared-across-great-britain

langfordvets.co.uk

Farm Animal Practice 
Opening Hours

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5pm

Telephone:   

01934 852 650 
24 hour emergency cover

Email us: farmpractice@langfordvets.co.uk

Farm Animal Practice, Langford Vets, 
Langford House, Langford, BS40 5DU

@LVfarmvets/langfordvetsfarm

Stuck with not knowing when to 
worm/what/how to manage worms 
on mixed species holdings? 

Please come and enquire about our health planning 
calendars for small holders. 

Tailored to your holding, giving you sound guidance on 
preventative healthcare, thus ensuring the best of health.

Reception Christmas Tree
Thank you so much to everyone who sent in their photos for 
our Christmas tree. It has been great seeing all your amazing 
submissions decorating our tree at the practice!


