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Egg yolk peritonitis or Egg bound? 
Egg yolk peritonitis (or egg peritonitis) is a reasonably common 
condition seen in hens of any age from the point of lay but the 
clinical signs can be quite non-specific and can be confused 
with those of a chicken being egg-bound. Egg binding is a rarer 
condition more commonly seen in commercial-type hens and 
hens that are older, overweight, have nutritional deficiencies or 
other underlying health conditions. 

Egg peritonitis occurs when the yolk of an egg is released by the 
ovary of the chicken and instead of being caught by and travelling 
down the fallopian tube, it ends up in the birds’ abdomen. This 
results in the yolk causing an infection surrounding the intestines 
which is called peritonitis. 

Egg binding can occur when a chicken is trying to pass an unusually 
large or a misshapen egg. This is because the oviduct and vent can 
only stretch so far and so larger eggs can become stuck. Hens that 
are older or overweight are more prone to becoming egg bound, 
as are hens that have disease or masses in their reproductive tract 
which act as a physical obstruction to the egg. Deficiencies of 
vitamins and minerals, particularly calcium, and parasite burdens 
can also increase the risk of egg binding in hens. 

Chickens suffering with egg peritonitis or being egg bound will 
have many generic signs of being sick; they may look dull and 
depressed, be reluctant to leave the coop, be reluctant to eat 
or drink, have a pale wattle and dull eyes and may sit with their 
feathers fluffed-up. Unfortunately, none of these signs are specific 
to a chicken having either egg peritonitis or by being egg bound 
and could be caused by being sick for another reason.  Since they 
are prey animals chickens will hide their illness until the last minute 
and so a chicken with these clinical signs is often very sick indeed.

A chicken with egg peritonitis, along with the more general signs 
of being ill, may also have a fluid-filled, swollen abdomen due to 
the peritonitis. Sadly there is often no cure for a chicken with egg 
peritonitis, particularly as they are usually in the later stages by the 
time they are noticeably ill. For this reason it is best that the hen is 
euthanised as soon as a diagnosis is made to reduce suffering. 

Welcome
Hello and welcome to the Langford Vets Farm Animal Practice’s Autumn Newsletter, smallholder edition. We hope everybody has 
enjoyed the summer and been able to get out and resume some sort of ‘normality’. You may recognise some new faces within the 
FAP team as Maddy Portsmouth has joined us as the FAP Receptionist. Dianne Leggo, previously the Head Nurse in the SAP has seen 
the light and joined the FAP as Practice Manager. Both come from farming backgrounds and are keen to help the FAP move forward 
as we continue to support you and beasts. 

There is a new beast in town as Andrea and her partner Kate have become parents to Ellis. Andrea appears to be taking it all in her 
stride and she will be taking some parental leave over the coming months to enjoy some time with her family.

With best wishes, the Langford Vets Farm Team. 

In addition to the signs listed above, a chicken that is egg bound 
may be seen to pump her tail up and down, may stop every few 
strides to try to pass the bound egg and may have an abnormal 
walk or even a limp as the egg presses on nerves in her pelvis. 
Diagnosis of egg binding may be possible by feeling for a bound 
egg in the vent or may occasionally require an X-ray to confirm the 
diagnosis. 

An egg-bound hen may be helped to pass the egg by being sat in 
a bowl of warm water for 20 mins and leaving then in a dark quiet 
place to try to pass the egg. Giving them calcium can help as can 
pain relief, both of which can be prescribed and administered by a 
vet. Only as a last resort should a bound egg be manually removed 
as this can cause severe damage to the hen internally.

Things you can do to prevent your chickens becoming egg bound 
are; keep breeds with a lower egg-laying capacity, allow hens lots 
of space to move and exercise so they do not become overweight, 
offer a balanced formulated layer pellet, offer a calcium source to 
laying hens, ensure lots of clean fresh water is available (particularly 
in warm weather) and control parasite burdens.

Need someone to talk to?

Farming can be a lonely and isolating place and sometimes 
you want to talk to someone in confidence, who is impartial 
and without feeling like a burden to your family and friends. 

This is where The Farmer Community Network can help. They 
are a network of volunteers primarily within the agricultural 
community that can listen to whatever you need to say. They 
can also aid with paperwork, act as family mediators and 
arrange face to face meetings for personal support. 

Please feel free to chat with us if you need any support, 
whether related to your animals or anything more personal. 

You can contact FCN on 03000 111 999, open 365 days a year, 
7am till 11pm. Find out more information on https://fcn.org.uk/.



Vaccines for Pigs
Pigs in commercial units are commonly vaccinated against 
multiple diseases that can affect their health and production. It 
is generally considered unnecessary or impractical to vaccinate 
pet or smallholder pigs for many of these diseases due to the 
lower risk or the fact that the vaccines are only available in large 
multi-dose quantities. 

There are however some vaccines that are appropriate for pet 
and smallholder pigs as they give protection against diseases 
that can affect any pig, are available in smaller (10 dose bottles) 
and are affordably priced. The most important disease that can 
be vaccinated for is Erysipelas (Ery). 

This is a bacteria that lives in the soil and can cause any 
unvaccinated pig to become sick and very occasionally even 
die.  This vaccine is also particularly important if you are planning 
on breeding your pigs as a sow infected during pregnancy can 
abort or have dead, weak or poor-growing piglets that are 
chronically infected.

Breeding sows should also be vaccinated against Parvovirus 
(Parvo) before they become pregnant. Parvovirus infection 
during pregnancy will cause the sow to abort the litter. 

Leptospirosis (Lepto) can also cause fertility losses in pigs and can 
be vaccinated against in a combined vaccine with Erysipelas 
and Parvovirus and so can easily be included in a vaccine 
schedule for breeding pigs. 

All of the vaccines listed below should be given to pigs from 6 
months of age and should be given to sows at least 2 weeks 
before mating. All of them are available in 10-dose vials. 

Booster Vaccination schedule

Ery 4 weeks after initial 6 monthly

Ery + 
Parvo

4 weeks (Ery only) 6 months (Ery, once only)
Yearly (Ery + Parvo)

Ery + 
Parvo + 
Lepto

4 weeks (Ery + 
Parvo + Lepto)

6 months (Ery, once only)
Yearly (Ery + Parvo + Lepto)

Haemonchus in sheep
Haemonchus contortus is a species of nematode that is found 
within the abomasum, the fourth stomach. Haemonchus 
behaves like most nematodes with eggs being shed in the 
faeces from adult worms within the sheep. These then develop 
into infective larvae whilst on the pasture that are ingested by 
other sheep. The worms then mature into adults within the sheep 
and the cycle is complete. 

Haemonchus females can up to produce 10,000 eggs a day, 
so pasture can rapidly develop high burdens. This is worsened 
with warm, wet weather meaning we must be on Haemonchus 
watch throughout the summer and autumn months! 

How does Haemonchus present?

• Anaemia - Haemonchus is a blood sucking worm so their 
mucous membranes will be pale

• Weakness and recumbency

• Bottle jaw - this is fluid accumulation beneath the sheep’s jaw 
due to low blood protein levels

• Weight loss or poor growth

• Constipation - contrary to most other worms, haemonchus 
does not usually cause diarrhoea

How can I treat Haemonchus?

The best way to know if treatment is required for Haemonchus is 
with a faecal egg count, combined with signs on anaemia such 
as pale mucus membranes. Based on this, we can then use any 
of the available wormers to treat for Haemonchus. As per SCOPS 
advise, it is best to stick with using the same anthelmintic as you 
have used previously on farm unless you have known resistance 
to minimise further resistance developing. 

If you buy in stock, it is important to stick to a quarantine protocol, 
so you do not bring haemonchus onto your land. To do this, worm 
with Zolvix and then keep off your pasture for a further 48 hours if 
possible. Then turn out onto ‘dirty’ pasture to dilute any possible 
resistant worms they may have. This protocol gives you the best 
chance of minimising any possible resistance your new sheep 
may bring onto your land.



A star is born
When cria (newborn alpaca) ‘Star’ was born, all went well until 
her mum ‘Angel’ became sick only a few hours after giving 
birth and stopped letting Star feed. That is when breeder Paula 
was relieved that she had some plasma on-hand in the freezer 
that could be given to Star by Sarah Woollatt, one of the FAP 
veterinary surgeons, to ensure Star had sufficient immunity against 
any diseases she may face in the first week of her life. 

Camelids are born with a naïve immune system, so whilst this gets 
up to speed it’s essential crias consume 10% of their body weight 
in colostrum (first milk) from the dam. The colostrum contains 
antibodies which are so essential if a cria is to survive. Without 
colostrum the only alternative is a plasma transfusion.

Star was born about midday in the middle of June to mum Angel 
via an unassisted birth. Breeder Paula was relieved and delighted 
to see mum and baby bonding soon after birth and Star was 
seen to be up and feeding that afternoon. However, by 5pm 
mum Angel had not passed her placenta (afterbirth) and was 
becoming dull and refusing to let Star feed. 

At this point Paula called out our vet Sarah Woollatt who treated 
Angel for the retained placenta. Despite having been seen to 
be suckling earlier, it was agreed by owner and vet that the 
colostrum consumed was insufficient to protect Star. 

Sarah was then able to take a blood sample from Star to check 
for failure of passive transfer (insufficient immunity from the 
colostrum), which showed Star to have a borderline result. Star 
had not passed her meconium (the first brown faeces), again 
evidence of insufficient colostrum intake. Since Paula had 
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arranged for plasma to be collected from her alpacas earlier 
in the year, she had ample supplies in her freezer and so it was 
decided that in this case prevention would be better than cure. 

 

Sarah transfused Star with a dose of plasma to improve her 
immunity levels in the hope of preventing the cria becoming sick 
further down the line. After treatment mum Angel passed her 
placenta, recovered well, and once again let Star suckle. Since 
then, mum and baby have not looked back. 

Having plasma already harvested and at the ready allowed 
Paula to decide to pre-emptively supplement Star’s immunity 
when it was likely that she would suffer failure of passive transfer 
rather than have an anxious wait to see if she was going to get 
sick and then start fighting an up-hill battle. 

This was not the first time that one of Paula’s cria have needed 
a plasma transfusion but in the past the plasma has not always 
been so easily at hand. “It’s so mentally reassuring to know that 
it’s just in the freezer if you need it” says Paula. Our vet Sarah 
agrees “the arrival of crias is always a stressful time, so to be 
prepared for all eventualities by having plasma readily available 
really gave Paula one less thing to worry about, and ensured we 
could provide Star with the best care.’

If you would like to find out more about our Plasma collection and 
processing service, including prices please visit our website at 

langfordvets.co.uk/farm/camelid-plasma-collection/

Thanks to Paula of ‘Winsaula alpacas’ for sending us her photos 
(left column).


