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Worming lambs? stick to the plan
As summer rolls on so are the worm burdens in grazing animals. 
Younger animals have less immunity to gut worms and so are the 
ones most likely to suffer clinical signs associated with worm burdens 
including growth checks and loose faeces (with the potential 
of associated fly strike). To avoid these problems and losses it is 
important that owners put plans in place to prevent and reduce 
worm burdens in lambs in-particular. 

While it is easy to reach for the wormer we are all aware that 
wormer resistance is a significant problem in sheep and so it is 
crucial that alternative strategies to avoid worm burdens are used 
where possible and if needed, wormers are used in a way that 
reduces the chance of resistance build up. 

Here are some reminders of the most relevant SCOPS (sustainable 
control of parasites in sheep) principles that you can try to use in 
controlling parasites in lambs this season:

Keep ‘em moving – the life-cycle of most of the gut worms takes 3 
weeks. If you can move your lambs to new grazing every 3 weeks 
through the most high-risk prat of the grazing season (July onwards) 
you reduce the change for the lambs to pick up new worms.

‘Test don’t guess’- Doing worm egg counts frequently (every 6-8 
weeks) through the grazing season can mean you don’t over-worm 
your lambs but know to worm them before clinical signs are seen.

Check your wormer works: and stick to it – since the advice 
changed away from the rotation of different groups of wormers it 
is important that you use one group of wormer, but one that works. 
Doing a ‘check test’ after you have wormed lambs means you can 
check your wormer is actually working! Bring us a sample 7 days 
after worming with a yellow wormer or 14 days after worming with 
a clear or white drench.

Go narrow spectrum - If you know you are worming to prevent 
certain types of worms you can try to use a wormer that has 
a narrow spectrum of activity. The main two examples are 
Nematodirus (kills lambs early in spring) for which you can use a 

Welcome
Hello and welcome to the Langford Vets Farm Animal Practice’s Autumn Newsletter, farmer edition. We hope everybody has enjoyed 
the summer and been able to get out and resume some sort of ‘normality’. You may recognise some new faces within the FAP team 
as Maddy Portsmouth has joined us as the FAP Receptionist. Dianne Leggo, previously the Head Nurse in the SAP has seen the light 
and joined the FAP as Practice Manager. Both come from farming backgrounds and are keen to help the FAP move forward as we 
continue to support you and beasts. 

There is a new beast in town as Andrea and her partner Kate have become parents to Ellis. Andrea appears to be taking it all in her 
stride and she will be taking some parental leave over the coming months to enjoy some time with her family.

With best wishes, the Langford Vets Farm Team. 

Need someone to talk to?

Farming can be a lonely and isolating place and sometimes 
you want to talk to someone in confidence, who is impartial 
and without feeling like a burden to your family and friends. 

This is where The Farmer Community Network can help. They 
are a network of volunteers primarily within the agricultural 
community that can listen to whatever you need to say. They 
can also aid with paperwork, act as family mediators and 
arrange face to face meetings for personal support. 

Please feel free to chat with us if you need any support, 
whether related to your animals or anything more personal. 

You can contact FCN on 03000 111 999, open 365 days a year, 
7am till 11pm. Find out more information on https://fcn.org.uk/

white wormer, or Haemonchus (causes anaemia later in summer) 
for which you can use Nitroxynil or colsantel. If you are unsure if your 
sheep have suffered particular worm burdens call us and we can 
check your records. 

Don’t use a combination until needed – The combination 
worm and fluke products have their place but are unlikely to be 
necessary in all flocks and not until later in the year when wetter 
weather allows fluke numbers to increase on pastures. Through the 
summer wormer-only products are likely all that is needed.

Dose it right – If you are going to the trouble of collecting lambs 
to be wormed ensure that you dose to the heaviest animal 
(preferably weigh it, don’t guess), calibrate your dosing guns and 
ensure the correct dose gets into every animal. If you are unsure of 
your animals’ weights, consider bringing one to Langford to get it 
weighed; we have numerous weigh scales and weigh bridges that 
you can use. 



Ram fertility 
Your ram makes up half your flock, so it is essential to make sure 
everything is in working order! This testing is essential and needs 
to be carried out a minimum of 6 weeks pre tupping as it takes 
6 weeks for sperm to recover after any issues. This also allows 
adequate time to buy in a replacement ram if required. The 
healthier your ram is, the better he is at getting ewes in lamb 
and the tighter your lambing period will be. 

We provide a service for testing you rams that involves:

• General clinical exam 

• Body condition scoring - we want our rams to be a 3.5/5 
at the start of tupping to ensure they have sufficient 
energy to serve the ewes. Too fat can decrease fertility 
and can reduce ram libido. If low, we can supplement 
his diet 

• Teeth - this ties in nicely with our BCS but it is essential our 
ram has all his teeth so he can maintain his BCS while 
serving ewes

• Feet - a lame ram will not be able to serve ewes, so we 
need to look for any diseases presence and assess his 
conformation

• Testicle exam - we will assess the size and palpate the testicles 
to feel for any infections or abscesses. We will check the penis 
and that the testes are freely movable within the scrotum 

• Sperm analysis - we can collect sperm samples and then 
analyse these under our microscope to assess number, motility 
and morphology 

Following this rigorous testing, we will be able to identify any 
problem rams and advise you further on the next steps. Give us 
a call on 01934 852650 to book your ram checks in asap.

Haemonchus in sheep
Haemonchus contortus is a species of nematode that is found 
within the abomasum, the fourth stomach. Haemonchus 
behaves like most nematodes with eggs being shed in the 
faeces from adult worms within the sheep. These then develop 
into infective larvae whilst on the pasture that are ingested by 
other sheep. The worms then mature into adults within the sheep 
and the cycle is complete. 

Haemonchus females can up to produce 10,000 eggs a day, 
so pasture can rapidly develop high burdens. This is worsened 
with warm, wet weather meaning we must be on Haemonchus 
watch throughout the summer and autumn months! 

How does Haemonchus present?

• Anaemia - Haemonchus is a blood sucking worm so their 
mucous membranes will be pale

• Weakness and recumbency

• Bottle jaw - this is fluid accumulation beneath the sheep’s jaw 
due to low blood protein levels

• Weight loss or poor growth

• Constipation - contrary to most other worms, haemonchus 
does not usually cause diarrhoea

How can I treat Haemonchus?

The best way to know if treatment is required for Haemonchus is 
with a faecal egg count, combined with signs on anaemia such 
as pale mucus membranes. Based on this, we can then use any 
of the available wormers to treat for Haemonchus. As per SCOPS 
advise, it is best to stick with using the same anthelmintic as you 
have used previously on farm unless you have known resistance 
to minimise further resistance developing. 

If you buy in stock, it is important to stick to a quarantine protocol, 
so you do not bring haemonchus onto your land. To do this, worm 
with Zolvix and then keep off your pasture for a further 48 hours if 
possible. Then turn out onto ‘dirty’ pasture to dilute any possible 
resistant worms they may have. This protocol gives you the best 
chance of minimising any possible resistance your new sheep 
may bring onto your land.

TB vaccine field trials go ahead
A breakthrough in the science behind the development of a 
cattle TB vaccine has resulted in world-leading vaccine trails 
that are already underway in a TB-free herd in Herefordshire are 
set to continue to phase 2 in England and Wales from February 
2022. 

In total the trials are scheduled to take place over the next four 
years and will contribute to the government’s 25 year strategy 
to eradicate bovine TB in England by 2038. The cattle vaccine 
trails will fit alongside numerous other measures including; 
improved cattle testing regimes, phasing out intensive badger 
culling programmes and increased badger vaccination against 
bovine TB. 

The cattle Bacille Calmette-Guérin (BCG) vaccine is to be trialled 
alongside a diagnostic test that can differentiate infected from 
vaccinated animals (Diva test). The hope is that if the trials are 
successful, the first cattle bovine TB vaccine programme may 
be able to be rolled out in England in 2025. 



Pneumonia vaccines in calves 
It seems very likely that through the last 18 months most people 
have learnt a few things about the spread and control of 
respiratory disease, and while a global pandemic being the 
reason for that is undoubtably bad, the outcome of our learning 
can potentially be used for some good. 

Many of the principles of respiratory pathogen control in human 
and animal populations is the same, and although the principles 
of ‘hands, face, space’ are not directly applicable, a different 
slogan of ‘space, ventilation, vaccination’ could be equally 
applicable to cattle as it is to COVID-19 control.

As with the Flu and now COVID-19 in people, the risk of respiratory 
disease in cattle is highest in the winter when the animals are 
brought into closer contact and with less ventilation that when 
out at pasture. Increasing the space between different groups of 
animals and increasing the ventilation in housing where possible 
are excellent options to explore, and there are lots of resources 
available on this topic including here:

ahdb.org.uk/knowledge-library/brp-better-cattle-housing-design

However, when increasing space and ventilation are not 
possible, or a greater level of protection is required, vaccination 
against respiratory disease can be very effective and make good 
economic sense. Similarly to the use in people, vaccinating the 
most at-risk groups (calves) and doing this before the highest risk 
of exposure (housing) is key to making the vaccines as effective 
as they can be. 

There are numerous cattle respiratory disease vaccines on the 
market that cover from 1 to 4 pathogens. Most of the vaccines 
protect against one or both of the viral causes of pneumonia in 
calves (RSV and PI3) which are in general associated with the 
most significant losses of calves and are present in nearly all 
cattle herds. 

Most vaccines will give up to six months of protection, with 
maximal immunity being achieved 3 weeks after a booster dose 
which is given 3 – 4 weeks after in initial dose of the vaccine. If you 
have had coughing calves through winter in the past and would 
like to find out if vaccination could help you improve your herd 
health this winter please get in contact, it is possible for us to test 
older animals to assess which vaccines might be most beneficial.
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 Changes to IFN-y testing in high risk and 
edge areas
From 12 July 2021 the use of the gamma-interferon test (IFN-y 
test) for TB in cattle is changing in edge and high-risk areas. Since 
Somerset is classified as a high-risk area this could affect testing 
regimes in your herd. 

The IFN-y test is a lab-based test carried out on blood; it is similar to 
the skin test in the way that it tests the animal’s immune response 
to TB but it tests the immune cells directly rather than the whole live 
animal. For this reason, the IFN-y test is more sensitive at picking up 
infected animals, particularly those in earlier stages of TB infection 
that the skin test can detect. The IFN-y test is most valuable when 
used at the start of an outbreak to find animals in the early stages 
of infection so that these animals can be removed before they 
spread infection further in the herd. 

The use of the IFN-y test was increased in 2017 and the most 
effective way for it to be used to eradicate TB from the UK cattle 
population has recently been reviewed and has informed a 
change in the policy for IFN-y testing. As of the 12th of July, these 
changes have been put in place. To read over the most relevant 
changes to farms in somerset and for more important information, 
please visit the links provided below:

apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/ov/Briefing-Note-2421.pdf

tbhub.co.uk/tb-testing-cattle/blood-testing/ 


