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No flies on us!
Flystrike is one of the most prevalent diseases we 
see in sheep during summer months. Maggots 
feeding on skin and flesh is a very painful and 
debilitating experience for animals, and arguably 
the poor shepherd having to pick them off too! As 
with every disease, prevention is easier than cure 
– the question is when, which product, and how?

The main species of fly causing flystrike in the UK 
is the greenbottle (Lucilia sericata).  Adult flies 
emerge from hibernation when soil temperatures 
reach 9oC and are able to reproduce once 
environmental temperatures exceed 15oC. Timing 
your first preventative treatments to coincide 
with these minimum temperatures will block the 
flies’ life cycle, before populations explode and 
become unmanageable. You might find that 
temperatures vary between farms, and even 
different fields, so this is very much a local decision! 

Generally, a permethrin-based fly repellent pour-on 
is the best choice before shearing e.g. Crovect or 
Ectofly, and should last 8 weeks. After shearing, use 
a longer-lasting insect growth regulator 
e.g. CLiK, or an OP dip, which can 
last over 4 months. To ensure pour-
on works effectively, make sure 
you use clean, calibrated 
dosing guns and the right 
dose volume. Avoid dosing 
in wet weather, as the 
product won’t last as long. 

6P well spent!
Every cattle owner would love to have happy, 
healthy, productive animals that very rarely need 
to see the vet. Surprisingly enough, we share the 
same ambitions, but an easy disease-free life 
does not happen by accident. The ‘6 Ps’ saying 
is very appropriate when it comes to herd health; 
‘proper planning prevents piss-poor performance’! 

If your herd is Red Tractor accredited, a herd health 
plan alongside a disease and medicine review 
signed off by a vet is mandatory. Rather than 
seeing this as a hoop-jumping exercise, see this as 
an opportunity to minimise problems and maximise 
success next year. A discussion with the vet will 
help better protect your animals from disease, and 
your wallet from production losses – ultimately it 
should make a huge difference to the ‘bottom line’. 

Health planning meetings are also a chance to find 
out about the latest advice in vaccination, worming, 
quarantine, and national disease eradication 
programmes. Knowing what’s out there helps 
you to make an informed decision for reducing 
disease and avoiding unexpected vet callouts! 

Winter housing is a great time to get herd health jobs 
such as testing and vaccines out of the way, so it is 
often best to build health plans in quieter summer 
months. Then you can have a bespoke calendar 
planned and ready for action when you need it! 

Welcome
Hello and welcome to the Langford Vets Farm Animal Practice’s Summer Newsletter, farmer edition. We 
hope everyone’s enjoying turnout and can finally benefit from spring in grass now that the heavens 
have finally opened. Let’s hope it stops at some point! With most of the spring lambing and calving now 
out of the way, we’ve hopefully all got a little more time to breathe and our thoughts are turning to the 
production cycle ahead. Here are some reminders for useful summer jobs you can be getting on with, 
including a special offer on health plans. Why not get these organised at a quieter time of year to give 
you the best chance of putting prevention strategies into action, and saving you stress the night before 
your audit and inspection deadlines! With best wishes, the Langford Vets Farm Team. 

We’re offering 20% discount for 
new herd or flock health plans 

booked in July and August!

Other methods of controlling flies include: 

• Shearing (up to twice per year)

• Dagging lambs (BEFORE you apply pour-on) 

• Tail docking

• Keeping backsides clean through good 
nutrition and worm control 

• Keeping lameness levels low (especially 
footrot)

• Garlic lick buckets

• Odour-baited fly traps 

• Choose a breed with a low density ‘open’ 
fleece.



Importance of Clostridial 
Vaccinations
Clostridia are a highly infectious and ubiquitous 
group of bacterial strains, mainly sourced in soil. 
While the factors that influence disease occurrence 
depend on the strain of Clostridia involved, 
most diseases caused by these bacteria are 
characterised by sudden death and post-mortem 
examinations are required for a definitive diagnosis.

There are many syndromes associated with Clostridial 
disease in cattle and sheep, each with distinct risk 
factors. Clinical signs may include scouring, abdominal 
pain, collapse, hindlimb stiffness, convulsions, and 
a high temperature. However, as these diseases 
progress very quickly, you may find sudden death 
as the only sign. The most common Clostridial 
diseases and their risk factors are outlined below. 

Them bones them bones...
We can now (more easily) offer X-ray imaging of your animals ‘in 
the field’, since two of the team (Andrea and Sarah) have been 
trained to use a portable X-ray machine. 

X-ray investigations are particularly useful for diagnosing and 
planning the treatment options for:

• Suspected broken or fractured legs (calves and small 
ruminants)

• Unknown causes of lower-leg lameness and / or joint swelling
• Suspected tooth root infections in camelids

Images can either be reviewed immediately by our vets if 
appropriate or, if necessary, by our specialist imaging team at no 
extra cost to you.  

While control may be aided by paying close attention 
to specific risk factors e.g. assuring liver fluke control, 
minimising sudden diet changes, the use of vaccinations 
are an important aspect of tailored prevention.

• Primary - A primary course of two doses is required 
with 4-6 weeks between doses. If the second dose is 
not administered, full immunity will not be achieved, 
but a single dose can still be beneficial e.g. for lambs 
at weaning (From 2 weeks old – always refer to the 

data sheet)

• Booster - Following a primary course, boosters are 
required yearly in sheep and cattle and 6-monthly 
in goats. If boosters are missed the best option is to 

restart the primary course. 

• Pregnancy – To provide passive protection of the 
offspring via colostrum a single booster should be 
administered before parturition (between 8 and 2 

weeks – always refer to the data sheet)

A variety of vaccinations are available, covering 
different strains of Clostridia. If you have any 
questions about clostridial diseases or would like 
to speak to one of our vets about a vaccination 
programme for your animals, please give us a call. 

Disease Risk Factors
Blackleg (C.chayvoei) Mainly cattle between 6 months and 2 years old, rapidly growing 

on a high nutrition plane (can also occur in sheep of any age)

Pulpy kidney (C. perfringens type D) Mainly lambs – calves, sheep and goats of any age can be 
affected
Dietary change (e.g. concentrate increase at weaning) and over 
eating 

Braxy (C.septicum) Animals fed frosted autumn forage

Tetanus (C.tetani) Deep wounds e.g. sole puncture, post castration

Malignant oedema (C.septicum or C.chauvoei) Deep wounds as above, in young-adult animals

Black disease (C.novyi) Adult sheep or cattle 1-4 years old 
Damage caused by liver fluke

Clostridium perfringens infections (Types A, B, C or D) Young lambs - Lamb dysentery and haemorrhagic enteritis
Adult sheep - Struck, necrotic enteritis

Clostridium sordellii infections Sudden diet change, physical muscle trauma, animals older than 
3 months

Clostridium haemolyticum infection (C.novyi type D) Mainly adult cattle, rarely sheep
Liver fluke may trigger proliferation



Salmonella Infection in Cattle 
Salmonella is a bacterial infection that can cause significant disease in both livestock and humans. The 
outward signs can vary between animals and between strains but can cause severe illness, possibly deaths 
and certainly financial losses. Because it is zoonotic (can infect humans) cases of Salmonella are reportable 
to the APHA and may have an impact on produce for human consumption. 

The biggest risk for Salmonella entering a herd is via cattle themselves; either infected animals being bought 
in or contact with infected animals through animals escaping or shared grazing. As the bacteria primarily 
colonise the gut, it is crucial to limit contact of your herd with faeces from cattle of unknown health status. 
Usual biosecurity advice also applies to keeping Salmonella out:

The most common strain affecting cattle is Salmonella Dublin. Clinical signs vary with the age and stage of 
production of the animal. The most common clinical signs are scour, septicaemia (infection of the blood) 
or abortion. Other clinical signs can include pneumonia and meningitis, particularly in young calves, and 
ill thrift and poor growth rates in growing animals. Mastitis, arthritis (joint stiffness), bone infections and the 
ends of extremities (ear tips and feet) going black and falling off(!) can also be seen, albeit less frequently. 
Although diarrhoea is the most common sign, it is still only seen in 34% of infected adult cattle and 47% of 
calves, so Salmonella should not be ruled out if there is no scour. If Salmonella is suspected in your herd, 
culturing faeces is the best way to diagnose its presence. Bulk tank tests are also available to establish and 
monitor status in the dairy herd. 

Once infected, animals can become carriers and intermittently shed the bacteria in their faeces, particularly 
at times of stress. This is an important mechanism for spreading infection between cows and perpetuating a 
Salmonella problem within a herd. 

These actions can help reduce spread of infection among the herd:

Vaccination is also an option for infected herds. Cows should receive booster vaccination prior to calving 
with the aim of reducing shedding in these animals and to promote immunity in young calves via colostral 
transfer. As with many diseases however, prevention is much easier than cure!
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• Avoid introducing potentially infected animals by 
maintaining a closed herd. 

• Quarantine all introduced stock for at least four weeks.

• Source new stock from other farms with high health 
status and not markets.

• Avoid shared bulls and communal grazing areas.

• Maintain good fences to prevent straying of 
neighbouring stock.

• Protect all feed stores from vermin including birds.

• Insist visitors have clean boots and disinfect before 
entering and leaving the farm premises.

•  Isolate sick animals in dedicated isolation boxes and not calving boxes.

• Clean and disinfect buildings between occupancies. Provide good drainage and waste removal.

• Ensure that milk from ill cows (or cows that have been in contact with such cows) is not fed to calves.

• Only spread slurry on arable land wherever possible. Leave all grazing land at least three weeks after 
spreading slurry.


