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Hello and welcome to the Langford Vets Farm Animal Practice’s Summer Newsletter, smallholder edition. 
Hope the mud has dried out where you are and you’re enjoying spending some time with your animals 
in the sunshine. With lambing mostly out of the way now, we’re starting to see a few cria appear. Have a 
read of James’ unpacking article to make sure you’re prepared - you can also watch a recording of his 
webinar, among others, via our website (https://www.langfordvets.co.uk/farm/client-meeting-videos/). 
Now is also a good time to think about parasite control in sheep and poultry, read on to find out more. 
With best wishes, the Langford Vets Farm Team. 

Welcome

Them bones them bones...
We can now (more easily) offer X-ray imaging of your 
animals ‘in the field’, since two of the team (Andrea 
and Sarah) have been trained to use a portable X-ray 
machine. 

X-ray investigations are particularly useful for diagnosing 
and planning the treatment options for:

• Suspected broken or fractured legs (calves and small 
ruminants)

• Unknown causes of lower-leg lameness and / or joint 
swelling

• Suspected tooth root infections in camelids

Images can either be reviewed immediately by our vets 
if appropriate or, if necessary, by our specialist imaging 
team at no extra cost to you.  

No flies on us!
Flystrike is one of the most prevalent diseases we 
see in sheep during summer months. Maggots 
feeding on skin and flesh is a very painful and 
debilitating experience for animals, and arguably 
the poor shepherd having to pick them off too! As 
with every disease, prevention is easier than cure 
– the question is when, which product, and how?

 

The main species of fly causing flystrike in the UK is 
the greenbottle (Lucilia sericata).  Adult flies emerge 
from hibernation when soil temperatures reach 9oC 
and are able to reproduce once environmental 
temperatures exceed 15oC. Timing your first 
preventative treatments to coincide with these 
minimum temperatures will block the flies’ lifecycle 
from developing, before populations explode 
and become unmanageable. You might find 
that temperatures vary between farms, and even 
different fields, so this is very much a local decision! 

Generally, a permethrin-based fly repellent 
pour-on is the best choice before shearing e.g. 
Crovect or Ectofly, and should last 8 weeks. After 
shearing, use a longer-lasting insect growth 
regulator e.g. CLiK, or an OP dip, which can last 
over 4 months. To ensure pour-on works effectively, 
make sure you use clean, calibrated dosing 
guns and the right dose volume. Avoid dosing in 
wet weather, as the product won’t last as long. 

Other methods of controlling flies include: 

Shearing (up to twice per year); Dagging lambs 
(BEFORE you apply pour-on); Tail docking; 
Keeping backsides clean through good nutrition 
and worm control; Keeping lameness levels low 
(especially footrot); Garlic lick buckets; Odour-
baited fly traps; and Choosing a sheep breed 
with a low density ‘open’ fleece.



Unpacking Alpacas
May heralds the start of alpacas giving birth, 
which can often last until August. Hopefully you 
have been carefully monitoring your alpacas’ 
weight as they enter the final trimester of their 
pregnancy. All dams should have received their 
clostridial booster vaccine 4-6 weeks prior to 
giving birth so that they can protect the foetus 
against these diseases via their colostrum. 

If your dam has not given birth 6 weeks after 
the booster, we advise you repeat the booster 
so that the cria is offered maximum protection 
once born. Modified Stolls faecal egg counts 
should have identified any high worm burdens 
in the dams and treatments given accordingly. 
If any E. mac are found in the dam faeces, they 
should be treated with Baycox and moved to a 
clean pasture to minimise the chance of the crias 
being exposed to this potentially fatal coccidia. 

Alpacas give birth during daylight hours. 
Please keep a close eye on the dam once she 
separates from the herd. If this behaviour starts at 
breakfast time, then the dam should have given 
birth before afternoon tea. If this isn’t the case 
the dam must be caught, and an examination 
done to ensure there is no dystocia. If you see 
a dam pushing and trying to give birth for more 
than 30 minutes, it is essential that you intervene 
to prevent any potential harm to the dam or 
foetus. 

When examining the dam please ensure she 
is adequately restrained, and you wash your 
hands thoroughly / wear gloves and use lots of 
lube. Never try and help an alpaca give birth if 
you are unsure of what you are doing. Call an 
expert who can guide you through this tricky 
process and help you gain experience for when 
you are presented with a similar scenario in the 
future. 

Once the cria is born please clear any placenta 
away from its mouth and then leave it with the 
dam for them to bond. The cria should be up 
within 1 hour and looking to suckle. Please check 
the cria if this is not the case. 

Once you are happy the cria and dam are 
bonded you can examine the cria: check it has 
an anus; that its limbs can be fully extended and 
support the weight of the cria when it stands; it is 
able to breathe without difficulty (bilateral airflow 
from the nostrils); and that there is no umbilical 
hernia. Dip the navel in 10% solution of iodine. 
This process needs to be repeated daily until the 
navel is dry. Next check the dam has milk in her 
udder. If this is not the case than the cria will need 
a plasma transfusion. 

Monitor the cria closely over the next 24 hours, 
noting its activity and time spent sucking from the 
dam. Feel the cria’s belly – it should feel full if it has 
been drinking sufficient colostrum. Check the cria 
has passed the first brown faeces (meconium) 
after 24 hours; the faeces should be milky-yellow 
by this point. Again, if that has not happened than 
the cria has likely not had sufficient colostrum so 
will likely need a plasma transfusion. 

The vet can measure the total protein of the 
cria by taking a blood sample; this gives a good 
indication of colostrum intake and uptake via the 
intestines. If in any doubt we always recommend 
you call the vet who can determine the best 
course of action. 

If the dam is lacking in milk than please 
supplement the cria’s feed with goats’ milk. A 
cria needs about 15% of its body weight per day 
in milk volume to meet its needs. Weighing crias 
at birth and then tracking weight gain over the 
next few weeks is the best indicator of cria health; 
they should grow 2-300g/day. 



langfordvets.co.uk

Farm Animal Practice 
Opening Hours

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5pm

Telephone:   

01934 852 650 
24 hour emergency cover

Email us: farmpractice@langfordvets.co.uk

Farm Animal Practice, Langford Vets, 
Langford House, Langford, BS40 5DU

@LVfarmvets/langfordvetsfarm

Protecting poultry against 
internal parasite problems
Just like other animals, poultry can suffer the effects 
of internal parasites such as worms. Learning how 
to spot the signs of a problem and getting your 
head around treatment and prevention options 
will help ensure your birds are kept happy and 
healthy. 

There are many types of worms that can be 
harmful to chickens and other poultry. Intestinal 
roundworms and gapeworms (residing in the 
respiratory tract) are the most common. Worms 
spread through the droppings of infected birds 
and microscopic worm eggs are easily picked up 
by others when feeding. Once the cycle begins it 
can soon become an issue. 

Each worm will have a slightly different effect on 
poultry. The most common and easy to spot signs 
of a worm burden are weight loss, changes to 
feeding habits, diarrhoea, laying less or smaller 
eggs and a change in demeanour. Birds infected 
with gapeworm may gasp and extend their 
throat. This list is not exclusive and sometimes birds 
may show no outward signs of a problem. If left 
untreated the effects of worm burdens can be 
fatal. 

Whether you are concerned your birds may be 
showing signs of an internal parasite burden or are 
just keen to check, you can always drop a faecal 
sample into our reception for analysis called a 
worm egg count. Often the species of worm 
present may be determined, and we can then 
best advise you regarding treatment plans. 

Worm egg counts can also check for another 
internal parasite called coccidia. Like worms, 
coccidia can cause internal gut damage leading 
to diarrhoea, stunted growth and progressively 
fatal disease. While adult birds are still susceptible, 
infection often occurs early in life. Routine wormers 
will not work against coccidia and alternative 
treatments should be used if these parasites are 
identified. We recommend using Baycox, which 
can be mixed into your bird’s drinking water. 

Regular worm egg counts and the use of a 
licensed worming product is recommended to 
avoid the fatal effects of prolonged infection 
without treatment, especially if your birds are kept 
on the same ground all year round. 

Worming your birds is a much easier job than 
most people think. When dosed in accordance 
with the datasheet often no egg withdrawal is 
required. While you can purchase medicated 
layers pellets, we recommend mixing your own 
feed with Flubenvet premixture. One scoop of the 
product can be mixed with 2kg of a feed of your 
choice. This should then be fed as a complete 
ration for 7 days. Birds on the ground with known 
worm infestations are susceptible to re-infestation 
and re-treatments may be advised. Therefore, we 
recommend repeating worm egg counts 2 weeks 
after worming to check the treatment has worked. 

Regular worming and the checking of egg counts 
are paramount for the treatment and prevention 
of internal parasites. Biosecurity is also important 
and newcomers joining your flock should always 
be wormed too. In the presence of problems coops 
and sheds should be thoroughly cleaned, ideally 
with an anti-cocci disinfectant where required e.g. 
Kenocox. If in doubt, submit a sample for a count. 


