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Lambing
Please be prepared for lambing. Ensure you have:

Once a lamb is born please ensure you clear away 
any placenta from the mouth. Check the mouth for 
a cleft palate and check the lamb has an anus. Then 
dip the navel in iodine. Repeat this every 24 hours 
until the navel is dry. Pen the lambs with their dam. 
Please check the ewe has two teats that milk can be 
expressed from.

Please call the vet if the ewe is straining for more than 
1 hour, if a head or tail appear from the vagina, and 
if the ewe was straining and then stops. We are more 
than happy for you to try and intervene and correct 
any difficulties, or you ask a local farmer to help you 
out. Please beware of your limitations and call us if 
you have any concerns.

We charge £30 plus VAT for a lambing and a call out 
fee is £20 plus VAT. We encourage clients to bring their 
ewes into the practice for the vets to deal with the 
lambing as this can often save time.

Hello and welcome to the Langford Vets Farm Animal Practice’s Spring Newsletter, smallholder edition. It’s a busy time of 
year for many of us, with lambing underway for many herds. Why not take 5 minutes to read our seasonal news with a cup of 
tea - you’ll feel better for recharging and will hopefully learn something too. 

This month we’re summarising our lambing meeting and discussing the Importance of Clostridial Vaccinations. As always, let 
us know if you have any questions, and best of luck for a successful lambing! 

Welcome

- Lubrication
- 3 clean lambing ropes at all times
- Hibiscrub
- Disposable gloves
- Bottle feeder and a selection of teats
- A stomach tube
- Some artificial colostrum
- A bottle of Metacam
- A bottle of Triclamox / Betamox LA
- Head Snare
- A selection of syringes (1-10ml) and needles
- Iodine
- A thermometer (temperature > 39.5C is abnormal)

Ewes
If you choose to house your ewes, please do this 4-6 
weeks prior to lambing so as not to cause any undue 
stress which may precipitate disease. We recommend 
that all ewes have their Heptavac P Plus booster 4-6 
weeks prior to lambing to help protect their lambs 
against Clostridial diseases. Please submit worm egg 
count at this time in case the sheep need worming.

Please try and body condition score (BCS) your ewes 
at this point to check they are in optimum condition. If 
the ewes are thin, check they have some teeth. These 
ewes need extra feeding and we would advise to worm 
them. Please ensure the feed is tasty and easy to eat 
and all sheep have access to eat at one time. Make sure 
water is readily available and break the ice if necessary.

If a ewe becomes depressed, than they might be 
suffering from low energy (twin lamb disease) or 
hypocalcemia (low calcium). A useful initial clinical sign 
of either of these disease is if the ewe is slow to stand 
when you enter the pen / reacts differently to you than 
normal. Please drench these ewes with Ceto-phyton 
as per the instructions and give 40ml of Calciject 5 
under the skin. If the clinical signs persist or deteriorate 
you MUST call the vet. If you see any neurological signs 
or the sheep can not stand than you MUST call the vet.

Summary of Lambing Meeting 2021
We had a great attendance to the lambing meeting which we held earlier this month. Thank you to all who 
attended and made them such a success. Here is a summary of what was said for those unable to make it, or for 
those who want a reminder! The recordings are also available on our website: 

langfordvets.co.uk/farm/client-meeting-videos/



Newborn Lambs
Lambs need to receive 10% of their body weight in colostrum within the first 24 hours of life, and ideally the first 
12 hours. This equates to around 500ml. Please ensure you see the lamb sucking the dam on more than one 
occasion. The lamb should pass the meconium (brown faeces) within 24 hours of being born. If it does not 
than it is likely not to have received sufficient colostrum so a careful eye must be kept on the animal. It would 
still be worth tubing the lamb with further colostrum at this point.

If you are in any doubt then please tube a lamb with colostrum. Please give no more than 150 ml in one feed. 
We suggest that all triplets / quads / quins (!) should have colostrum tubed as a ewe cannot provide for so 
many. You can use colostrum taken from another ewe and kept chilled in a fridge for up to 24 hours, or you 
can use artificial colostrum made up as per the instructions. We recommend using Immucol.

If a lamb stops drinking there are a couple of reasons for this; it may be hypothermia / starvation, or a disease 
called watery mouth. Please phone the vets for advice on how to deal with this problem.

If you are going to ring the lamb’s tails and testicles, please do this between days 2-7 of age. Please give 
Metacam to each lamb before applying the rings. The dose is 1ml/40kg under the skin. This will equate to 
around 0.15ml for the average lamb!

Double-Dipping Encouraged
Although frowned upon in some social situations, 
double-dipping is positively encouraged when 
it comes to iodine and navels! Whether you’re 
lambing, calving, kidding or birthing alpacas; the 
navel can act as a motorway into the newborn’s 
circulation if you’re not careful with hygiene. Navel 
ill, joint ill and septicaemia are the most common 
infections that result from bacteria travelling up the 
navel, and these can be stubbornly difficult to treat. 
Fortunately some simple steps, such as navel-dipping, 
can drastically reduce the likelihood of problems. 

A strong, 10% iodine solution with an alcohol base is 
best, as it has both antiseptic and drying effects on 
the navel. We’d recommend applying this within 15 
minutes of birth if possible, and repeating 2-4 hours 
later – you can check that the newborn has had plenty 
of colostrum at the same time. Following this, the 
navel should be shrivelled and dry within 24-48 hours 
of birth, and fall off altogether by about 2 weeks old. 

You can use either a spray or a dip bottle to dress 
navels. Dip bottles are generally more consistent in 
applying all-round coverage, although ‘recycling’ of 
the same solution may spread infection from animal 
to animal. This can be avoided by cleaning the 
bottle and changing the solution regularly. Sprays 
may be more convenient, but remember to spray 
from all angles and apply plenty of solution. 

Of course, dipping is not the only method of 
preventing navel or other infections in the newborn. 
Making sure enough colostrum is suckled, and 
supplementing this if necessary, is essential for 
giving the new arrival enough immunity to fight off 
infection as well as plenty of energy to get them 
started. Similarly, keeping the animals’ environment 
as squeaky clean as possible will reduce the 
chances of bacteria invading susceptible areas 
such as the navel. 
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Importance of Clostridial Vaccinations
Clostridia are a family of very infectious bacteria, usually found in soil. They cause a variety of different 
diseases, many of which look the same at first glance due to their fast deterioration and death. A post-
mortem is often the only way to tell them apart if this is the case.  

If you’re quick, you may see a very sick animal with scouring, abdominal pain, collapse, hindlimb stiffness, 
convulsions, and a high temperature. Unfortunately, due to the fast nature of these diseases, you may only 
see sudden death.  

The different strains of bacteria have different risk factors for causing disease. Here are the most common ones:  

Vaccination is the most reliable way of preventing these diseases. You can also help reduce the risk of 
disease by addressing specific risk factors e.g. controlling liver fluke and avoiding sudden diet changes. 
Don’t forget to follow the data sheet to make sure your vaccine has the best chance of working:  

• Primary – For full immunity, give a primary course of two doses with 4-6 weeks between doses. If 
the second dose is not administered, full immunity will not be achieved, but a single dose can still be 
beneficial e.g. for lambs before weaning   

• Booster - Following a primary course, boosters are required yearly in sheep and cattle and 6-monthly in 
goats. If boosters are missed the best option is to re-start the primary course. 

• Pregnancy – To protect offspring via colostrum a 
single booster should be administered to pregnant 
animals 4-6 weeks before they give birth  

A variety of vaccinations are available e.g. 
Heptavac-P, Lambivac, Bravoxin; each covers 
different strains of Clostridia. If you have any 
questions about Clostridial diseases or would 
like to speak to one of our vets to personalise a 
vaccination programme for your animals please 
give us a call. 

Disease Risk Factors

Blackleg (C. chayvoei) Mainly cattle between 6 months and 2 years old, rapidly growing on a high nutrition plane (can 
also occur in sheep of any age)

Pulpy kidney (C. perfringens 
type D)

Mainly lambs – calves, sheep and goats of any age can be affected. Dietary change (e.g. 
concentrate increase at weaning) and over eating  

Braxy (C. septicum) Animals fed frosted autumn forage

Tetanus (C. tetani) Deep wounds e.g. sole puncture, post castration

Malignant oedema (C. 
septicum or C. chauvoei)

Deep wounds as above, in young-adult animals

Black disease (C. novyi) Adult sheep or cattle 1-4 years old . Damage caused by liver fluke

Clostridium perfringens 
infections (Types A, B, C or D)

Young lambs - Lamb dysentery and haemorrhagic enteritis. Adult sheep - Struck, necrotic enteritis

Clostridium sordellii infections Sudden diet change, physical muscle trauma, animals older than 3 months

Clostridium haemolyticum 
infection (C. novyi type D)

Mainly adult cattle, rarely sheep. Liver fluke may trigger proliferation 


