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Welcome
Welcome to 2020’s last edition of the Farm Practice 
Newsletter, and what a year it’s been! Aside from the 
obvious disruption of COVID-19, which has caused 
hardships for many, we can surely take away some 
positives. Appreciating farmers in their role as ‘key 
workers’ feeding the country has been great to be 
a part of. Similarly, shifts in public awareness to 
prioritise supporting local businesses and buying 
local produce will hopefully have created habits 
which stick. We’ve enjoyed some fantastic prices 
for beef and lamb, and those selling eggs from the 
front drive may have struggled to keep up with 
demand! 

Of course, we at the practice continue to offer the 
same quality vet service, whichever lockdown or 
tier or Brexit trade agreement is thrown our way 
next (expecting the unexpected!) We have adapted 
to include the various safety recommendations 
into our everyday working and will always do 
our utmost to support you through what lies 
ahead. Wishing all of our clients and the farming 
community a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year, in whichever form it takes. Stay safe, and 
you know where to find us if you need anything! 

With festive best wishes, 

All at Langford Vets

Student Placements
We’re pleased to say that our students will be 
available as lambing assistants again in 2021. 

The date ranges are 15th-26th February and 
29th-16th April, with most tudents looking for 
placements in the Easter period.

In addition to larger farms, we’re also keen to hear 
from smaller flocks offering one week of experience 
in line with the updated RCVS requirements for 
student placements loosening due to COVID-19.

Online Health Planning
Is your herd or flock health plan due? We’ve been 
running these very successfully over video calls 
with several farms in recent months. Zero contact 
but maximum productivity! Give us a call if you’re 
interested. Setting up a new health plan costs £150 
+VAT, with annual renewal at a reduced cost of £50 
+VAT. An added bonus of health planning online is 
no visit fee!

Bull Fertility Testing
Have you thought about checking your bull in order to ensure 
they are ready for the next season? Testing breeding males 
ahead of the breeding period can ensure optimal performance 
of your animals and be hugely cost effective. Even a 20% 
decrease in male fertility could cost a 100 cow suckler herd 
up to £2000 in losses due to increased barren cows, a longer 
calving period and uneven calf crop; which can result in 
increased calf disease and poorer sale value for calves. 

While your bull may have been  tested previously it is important 
to remember that fertility may reduce with age, and year-on-
year routine monitoring is important to detect fertility issues 
before it negatively impacts on your herd. A sub-fertile bull 
will likely get some animals pregnant, however it may take 
several services and therefore more time. The best time to test 
is around 2 months before the planned breeding period, to 
allow time to troubleshoot problems or buy in new animals.  

A fertility examination involves consideration of your bull’s 
body condition, conformation, feet, teeth, heart, lungs, 
internal and external reproductive organs. It can take around 
2 months for sperm counts to recover from infections or 
lameness episodes, so problems should be sorted promptly. 
A full physical examination will hope to identify any problems 
that may impact on the bull’s ability to serve cows, in order for 
these to be corrected if possible. 

A sperm sample will be collected to assess for motility 
(numbers swimming, and coordination) and morphology (any 
deformities). Analysing these numbers will help predict the 
bull’s performance, and help give reasons for any problems in 
the past. It’s a good insurance policy that we would particularly 
recommend in a new bull or one which you are selling. 

Good news - it’s also a steal at only £75 + VAT per bull. Included 
in this price you will receive a formal certificate with his figures 
for your records, which can also be used for insurance or bull 
sales. For more information or to make a booking please call 
the Practice: 01934 852 650 



Withdrawal Period Changes

You may have heard by now that the withdrawal periods 
and maximum injection site volumes of Betamox LA have 
changed. This changed occurred at the end of November 
2020 with immediate effect. Any existing product you 
may be using on your farm should adhere to these new 
withdrawal periods and maximum injection site volumes. 
The changes are outlined below: 

We are often have to dispense various different brand names 
of products due to availability e.g. Tetroxy Vet vs. Alamycin 
LA. It should be noted that the withdrawal periods may vary 
between products. If you ever need to double check the 
withdrawal period of products you are using these can be 
found on the NOAH website or you can get in contact with 
the practice for clarification.  

Picking the Short Straw
Many of you will be short on straw for bedding this 
year, and worry whether you’ll have to compromise on 
hygiene in sheds. If your vet is bending your ear about 
keeping things clean, but your straw shed’s looking 
emptier by the minute, consider these basic strategies 
to make bedding go further: 

Ventilation - Not only is ventilation important for 
respiratory health of your animals (particularly 
youngsters), but good ventilation also encourages 
damp air to move out of  buildings. If the air is dry, 
bedding should stay drier for longer. Condensation on 
the underside of the roof is a clue that air exchange 
could be improved. 

Look out for leaks! - Keep out wet from leaking water 
troughs, guttering, downpipes and rooves. Equally, think 
about drainage, and do what you can to avoid run-off 
or groundwater sneaking in uninvited. Use sloping to 
encourage drainage out of pens.

Drainage layer - Consider using a coarse material like 
sand or woodchip underneath straw, as a drainage 
layer. This may reduce straw requirements by up to 25%! 
You may also choose to leave part of the pen without 
bedding. Cattle evacuate up to 40% of dung whilst 
feeding, so a concrete area that can be scraped out is 
ideal along a feed face. 

Improve dung consistency - Dung consistency is going 
to have a big effect, with loose cattle needing more 
bedding. Increasing dietary fibre (e.g. feeding straw) 
will help firm up cowpats, if you can balance this with 
body condition scores and production demands. When 
changing diet, remember to do it slowly to avoid gut 
upsets spoiling your efforts in keeping bedding clean! 
Chat to your vet too as there may be an infectious or 
metabolic cause behind scour, which can often be easily 
resolved with treatment. 

It is usually a false economy to be stingy on bedding, 
expensive though it may be. Disease problems such as 
coccidiosis in calves or mastitis in sucklers are likely to 
cost you far more in the long run! 

Species Previous 
Withdrawal 
Period

New 
Withdrawal 
Period

Previous 
maximum 
injection 
site volume

New max. 
inj. site 
vol.

Cattle - Meat 28 days 39 days 20ml 15ml

Cattle - Milk 84 hours 108 hours 
(4.5 days)

Sheep - Meat 19 days 29 days 20ml 4ml

Pigs 19 days 42 days 20ml 4ml



Are your Ewes Fit for Lambing?
Getting nutrition right is absolutely critical for ewes coming up to lambing. Lowland breeds need to be at condition score 
3.0 - 3.5, whilst hill breeds can get away with condition score 2.5. Correct body condition at this stage is important for udder 
development and colostrum quality, easy lambing, good birth weights and strong lambs born, and avoiding sick ewes with 
twin lamb disease, low calcium or prolapses.

It’s not all about feeding cake however! Plenty of systems do well on forage alone, whether that be grass, hay or silage. These 
can vary widely in quality, so you we would advise forage analysis and monitoring grass swards rather than leaving it to 
chance. Research has shown that if forage quality is very good (high ME), intakes will stay relatively consistent even in later 
pregnancy when lamb size is squeezing the stomach capacity. Chopped silage will also encourage higher intakes than long 
big-baled material, so you can use this to compensate for lower forage quality. 

No matter the level of planning, you will need to track ewes through regular body condition scoring. Mineral deficiencies 
and parasites would be the most common problems to quickly scupper even a perfect feeding plan. It’s good to get a vet to 
review energy and protein status of ewes 3 weeks before lambing, so you’ve time to make adjustments if necessary. We can 
analyse condition scores and take blood samples for ketones (a marker of energy status), albumin and urea (blood proteins) 
– this should pay itself back in maximising ewe performance and lamb survival.
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Langford House, Langford, BS40 5DU
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(Assuming 70kg Ewe) No. of Lambs 7 weeks to lambing 5 weeks 3 weeks 1 week

Metabolisable energy requirements (MJ/day) 1 10.2 11.2 12.6 14.4

Metabolisable energy requirements (MJ/day) 2 11.4 13.1 15.3 18.3

Metabolisable energy requirements (MJ/day) 3 12.0 14.0 16.7 20.3

Metabolisable protein requirements (g/day) 1 87 92 98 107

Metabolisable protein requirements (g/day) 2 93 101 112 126

Metabolisable protein requirements (g/day) 3 96 106 119 136

This table describes energy and protein requirements of ewes before lambing. 
Hate maths? Send us your forage analysis results and we’ll do the calculations for you!

Once you’ve got your nutrition plan sorted, you need to make sure it’s fed in a way that ensures every animal gets their share, 
whilst balancing forage and concentrate intakes throughout the day. Depending on the breed, ewes will need 45-50cm 
trough space each for hard feed and 15cm each for ad-lib forage. Without enough space, you risk injuries at dinner time and 
high variation in intakes. First-time lambers may be too shy to push forward with older or larger ewes, so may need feeding 
separately.  Speak to Sarah to discuss a bespoke package for planning and monitoring nutrition in your flock. In summary: 
look after the ewe, and she’ll look after you!

75% of lamb growth happens in the final 6 weeks 
of pregnancy, so the needs of all ewes will increase 
significantly in this period. Specific energy and 
protein requirements will vary by breed, number of 
lambs, and time to lambing. To complicate matters, 
as the lambs grow in size, the volume of the rumen 
is squeezed down which may reduce forage intakes. 
Pregnancy scanning for lamb numbers will really help 
fine-tune your nutrition plan, to avoid over-feeding 
singles and under-feeding multiples. At best, getting 
this wrong will mean spending more than you need 
to on feed. At worst, getting this wrong will result 
in a stressful and difficult lambing season with high 
losses of lambs and sometimes ewes.    


