INFORMATION FOR REFERRING VETERINARY SURGEONS.
· In order to provide you with the best referral service it is helpful if you can send a referral letter for your case in conjunction with the case record and copies of any test results.

· There is no need to withdraw any medications prior to the appointment, however in order for allergy testing to be performed the following medications need to be stopped:
· Long acting steroid injections (e.g. Depo-Medrone) – none for 8 weeks

· Short acting steroid injections (e.g. Voren) – none for 3 weeks

· Steroid tablets – none for 3 weeks

· Steroid creams – none for 10 days 

· Antihistamines – none for 10 days 

· Ear drops containing steroids – none for 10 days

· Essential fatty acids – none for 10 days
SO If allergy investigation is the primary reason for referral, and an allergy test has been recommended to the owner, please make the client aware that an allergy test may not be performed at their initial appointment if their pet is receiving any of the above medications or has not had adequate withdrawal time.
· If you have any questions about a referral, please call and speak to a member of the dermatology team: 0117 928 9447/9420. 
